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SUBJ : DON FIDEL TO VISIT USSR 

REF : MEXICO 1154 

1 . ENGLISH LANGUAGE NEWS FEB 1 CARRIED BACK-PAGE ARTICLE 
CLAIMING CTM SECY GEN FIDEL VELASQUEZ "WILL GO TO SOVIET 
UNION MARCH 24" — AT INVITATION OF "C.A. SHIBAIV, PRESIDENT 
OF THE SOVIET LABOR COUNCIL." THE ARTICLE INDICATES HE WILL 
VISIT TO "STUDY METHODS OF LABOR ORGANIZATION, IOB 
CONDITIONS AND THE STANDARD OF LIVING OF SOVIET WORKERS." 
APPARENTLY NO OTHER DAILY HAS PRINTED THE INFORMATION. 

2. A TOP-LEVEL CTM OFFICER CONFIRMED TO LABATT THAT 
VELASQUEZ HAD RECEIVED THE INVITATION BUT HAD SOME 
RESERVATIONS ON WHETHER HE WOULD ACTUALLY MAKE THE TRIP. HE 
CONFIDED THAT IF VELASQUEZ WENT HE WOULD GO SEEKING MEDICAL 
ATTENTION TO CORRECT A SERIOUS HIP PROBLEM WHICH HAS CAUSED 
INCREASING PAIN AND DISABILITY DURING THE PAST SIX MONTHS. 
SAME OFFICER CONFIDED THAT FIDEL MADE A QUICK 
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PAGE 02 MEXICO 01 197 012254Z 

UNSUCCESSFUL TRIP TO LONDON IN DECEMBER TO SEEK SOLUTION 
TO THE PROBLEM. 

3. COMMENT: IRONICALLY SAME DAY EXCELSIOR CARRIED 
STATEMENT BY MEXICAN COMMUNIST PARTY (PCM) HEAD PABLO 
GOMEZ WHICH URGED FIDEL TO HONOR A PAST PROMISE TO 
RETIRE FROM HIS CTM POST. GOMEZ ALSO POOH-POOHED 
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VELASQUEZ RECENT CLAIM THAT "CHRISTIAN LABOR FORCES" 

WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR WIDESPREAD VILENCE OF 1968 (REFTEL). 

THE MEXICAN BISHOPS' PRESS SPOKESMAN HAS LIKEWISE 
CHALLENGED THE THRUST OF THE VELASQUEZ STATEMENT, AND 
MEXICO CITY'S NEW POLICY CHIEF, GENERAL ARTURO DURAZO, 

HAS OFFERED TO LOOK INTO THE CHANGE IF VELASQUEZ WOULD PROVIDE 
HIM IN WRITING WITH THE FACTS ON WHICH HE BASED HIS STATEMENTS. 

4. REPORTS OF FIDEL'S HEALTH PROBLEMS HAVE BEEN CAREFULLY 
COVERED UP BY THE CTM AND NATION'S PRESS. WHILE HIS 
PRESENT PROBLEM IS WIDELY DISCUSSED AMONG CTM AND PRI 
UNION LEADERS, THOSE CLOSE TO HIM ARE QUICK TO DENY THAT 
HIS INFIRMITY MIGHT LEAD TO RETIREMENT - TO QUICK AT 
TIMES. 

JOVA 
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